	Intolerant side of religion 



	Dear Sir, 

 The intolerance and lies in the letter of R. J. Rogers, regarding your article on humanism, show why many tolerant people who think for themselves are turning away from religion. Humanists have never advocated rape, adultery and infanticide, as R. J. Rogers claims. 

The stupidity of such views indicates how desperate some so-called Christians have become in opposing anyone who does not accept their views. 

To answer just one of the wild assertions in the Rogers letter: by missing "Humanists believe" from the quotation "There is no external or supernatural force to help us" your correspondent implies that humanists are as dogmatic and intolerant as he or she is. 

No one can prove the existence of a God but many believe in one: that's fine by us. Humanists cannot prove that a God does not exist: we prefer simply to leave God out of the equation and to believe that we guide ourselves and are responsible for our own actions. 

Finally, the implication by R. J. Rogers that organised religion can "prevent man's inhumanity to man" is ridiculous. Almost 2,000 years of Christianity failed to prevent arguably the worst crime of the 20th century - the genocide practised with the tacit acceptance of the Roman Catholic church in Nazi Germany. 

Yours faithfully

CHRIS BUDD + PAUL GUBBINS 

Letter to Congleton Chronicle, 2003




