	

	

	Humanist to sit on county's religious education committee 

	
Religious teaching in schools should educate and not indoctrinate, according to the humanist now serving on a committee that monitors R.E. in the county.

 
Humanist Pat Budd was recently elected onto the Staffordshire S.A.C.R.E. 3/4 the Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 3/4 that advises the local education authority on matters connected with the teaching of R.E. and with religious worship.


Members normally represent various religious denominations, the Church of England, the local education authority and teaching associations. 


However, after some debate the county has now agreed that a humanist could be co-opted following requests from the local humanist organisation.


Humanists reject religion as superstition and stress the need to focus rationally on human needs and achievements.


Writing in the latest issue of the local humanist newsletter for north Staffordshire and south Cheshire, Pat Budd said: "It will be interesting to see how I am received by the other members, as I understand that there was some opposition to my co-option.”


"I think I will need to convince them pretty quickly that I am really quite human and normal and not out to oppose religion in any way, but rather to make certain that if we are to do our work in schools properly then we should be out to educate and not to indoctrinate.”


"We should give young people a full picture of all the choices available, so that they can make their own well-informed decisions."

Paul Gubbins, Congleton Chronicle, 2003



