	How the humanists were celebrating at Christmas
 

	Is Christmas a time for religion and does religion rep-resent the public? The North Staffordshire and South Cheshire Humanists' group would tend to say no to both parts of the question. 

Paul Gubbins, of Arden Court, Mossley, also a member of the British Humanist Association, said: "We are establishing our own values based on reason rather than any extra-terrestrial force. We're responsible for our own decisions. We cannot have our guilt absolved or forgiven by a god. You have to live with your own problems. It's up to you and your own conscience. It puts the ball back in our court, as human beings I think we should be honest with ourselves." 

The manifesto for the group says: "Humanists believe there is no external or supernatural force to help us. It is up to us to resolve our own social and ethical problems." 

The group believes that humanism should have no lesser standing than religion in U.K. law, education, broadcasting and in weddings and funerals, which they conduct as civil ceremonies. They've even been conducting alternative ceremonies to christenings, long before Cheshire County Council allowed the first civil christening. 

Humanists do not hate other religions, they just don't believe in them. Pat and Chris Budd, of Mow Cop Road, Mow Cop, are also members of the. group and the British Humanist Association. Mr. Budd said: "We're not an anti-religious group, simply a group that wants to talk about moral topics without the need for a religious dimension." Mrs. Budd said: "We can't say whether there is a god, or isn't. We are tolerant of other people's beliefs." 

Mr. Budd said: "We celebrate Christmas with family. Some people don't have family or simply want to escape from carol singing and religion on the television with humanist events, just nothing with a religious dimension." 

The group has strong views about the place of religion within the psyche of the public and within government and education. Mr. Gubbins said: "There's a fundamental honesty about what we are trying to do. There are people who have never been to church since they were children and then have their funeral in a church with a vicar giving a dedication over them.” 

"This is absolutely irrelevant to what they did in their life. The honest way of saying goodbye to this person is to make the ceremony personal to them. "In this country the established Church is far too powerful. Some 5% of the population believe in religion and frankly the Church of England is punching above its weight." 

Mr. Budd said: "We also object to the Church of England as part of the Government. We have quite strong objections to its visibly outweighing power position in proportion to the people who support it. It's like saying the Boy Scouts should be given powers to govern." 

Mrs. Budd added that the B.H.A. now advised the Government and other groups and felt equal to the bishops who sit in the House of Lords. 

Mr. Gubbins gave his reasons for why religion was still part of the institution of the country. He said: "People still have this belief that if they don't believe in God they'll be damned and go to Hell. It's instilled in us as a child. There is an inbuilt fear still there in some people and they believe the Church is an insurance policy." 

Mr. and Mrs. Budd would both like to see humanism treated as an equal with other religions and taught in schools much like the other religions, if religion should be taught at all. 
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