Sanitised Society?

How interesting that in his article in the last newsletter David Butterfield objected to the removal of religious symbols from crematoria and bibles from hospitals as sanitising society - using a word which originates from the the Latin word for health sanitas - just as our word sane does as well.

For places of worship, the appropriate symbolism is of course important for inspiring the faithful, and in some public areas it may well be that a picture, sculpture or piece of music can be admired for its aesthetic value as well as forming a talking point for the ideas it represents.

However, the argument that we should have our religious symbols in full view in order to stimulate discussion and help us understand each other better really cannot be applied to places like hospitals and crematoria. In hospital, when people are feeling unhappy and weakened, they look for comfort within their own sphere of belief. And when families attend a crematorium, they have usually reached a time in their lives when they know very clearly what is meaningful and important to them and what is appropriate to honour the person who has died. 

Many people today appreciate having the freedom to live good lives without the forced intervention of religion. They have often reached an understanding of their life stance through a good deal of thought and discussion. Let us by all means try without arrogance to achieve the goal of a sane, sanitised, healthy society, where there is respect and tolerance for those of all religions and those of none.
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