SCHOOL VISITS 2005
Now that Religious Education in England includes secular beliefs, Humanists are increasingly being invited into schools.

Sue Willson has been into three schools in Staffordshire, and will be speaking in a Cheshire school in October.  Her first such foray was to give a short talk about Humanism to a group of RE teachers in Stone.  Several were very interested, some were rather hostile, but the results of this talk were two invitations to schools. 

Summary of Sue’s introduction to Humanism

1. Some people think that Humanists are selfish, negative and cranky, and being atheist surely can’t cope with life.

2.  This is not the case, although it is true that we do not worship or pray to any god.  We do not believe in life after death. We view this life positively as the one life we have which should be as fulfilling and useful as possible.  

3. It is an ancient philosophy which has endured for many centuries even in religious societies.  

4. Humanists believe that we should live by values based on reason, compassion and a desire for a healthy society and environment, without reliance on any god.

5. We try to use logic and reason in an open-minded, scientific way to deal with moral issues. 

6. Many Humanists are involved in politics, environmental groups, or charities to try to bring about a good life for as many people as possible.  

7. We are not hostile to people who hold religious beliefs, but we do campaign against religions having privileges such as state finance for faith schools.  

8. We believe that young people should learn about many faiths and secular beliefs in a way that encourages them to think things out for themselves.

9. We conduct funerals, weddings and baby naming ceremonies for those who choose not to have religious services.

10. Those who care about the human race and the beautiful planet we are lucky enough to live on, and have no religious beliefs, would do well to consider Humanism.

Sixth Form RE conference in Alleyne’s School, Stone
Sue gave a short presentation on her beliefs, as did a Christian and a Muslim.  The students then had to talk informally to the speakers, finding answers for a questionnaire they would go on to discuss in future lessons.  

Year 9 RE classes Walton Middle School, Stone.  

Sue again talked briefly about Humanism, and the pupils then asked questions. 

“The Tsunami - Where was God in That?”

Two Sixth Form RE conferences at Weston Road School, Stafford.  

A Humanist, a Muslim and a Christian each spoke about their interpretations of the reasons for the tsunami and other natural disasters.  This was followed by questions and discussion.

The Muslim said that God was reminding us that he was there.  The Christian said that he was having to wrestle with the implications of God allowing such suffering to happen, but that God must have some purpose.  Sue said that she felt no moral anguish about such disasters though she was saddened and appalled by the suffering and destruction, saying that there were scientific explanations for all natural disasters.  

Frequently asked questions about Humanism

1. How do you explain the creation of the world?

2. Are you not depressed by not believing in a God or life after death?

3. Do you celebrate Christmas?

4. Do you believe in the forces of evil or good?

It is heartening to see young people grappling with such questions, showing an intelligent interest in life and its possible meaning.  Many of them say that they are not religious, and that these discussions have helped them in the process of developing their values and beliefs. 

.  

One letter of thanks from an RE teacher

“Many thanks, Sue.  I am sure that your talks will have reassured several pupils in search of their own spirituality and beliefs.  We are all responsible for the education and growth of young people.  Thank you for playing your part.” 

